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Around 160 people attended 
AFSS’ 40th anniversary 
celebrations at the Adelaide 
Convention Centre on the 
evening of  October 19.
It was a wonderful evening, 
where staff  joined with 
representatives from Government 
and its departments, and friends 
old and new.
Gary Goldsmith was the able 
Master of  Ceremonies, guiding 
proceedings and bringing his 
special touch of  humour to the 
event.
Entertainment was provided by 
Tal-Kin-Jeri and yidaki players 
Karl (Tamaru) Smith and Fred 
Agius (see pictures page 3).
Some of  the guests took 
advantage of  the opportunity to 
try their hand at this wonderful 
ancient instrument, with varying 
degrees of  success of  course!
Speakers included AFSS’ Chief  
Executive Sharron Williams, 
who shared with those present 
her thoughts on the past 40 
years and her hopes for the 
future, including a time when the 
number of  Aboriginal children 
removed from their homes 
is reduced and families are 
empowered and provided with 
the skills they need to ensure that 
children are kept safe in culture 
with their birth families.

Continued on page 3

Above: Hon Rachel Sanderson, MP, Minister for Child Protection, was welcomed 
to the event by MC Garry Goldsmith and AFSS Chief  Executive Sharron 
Williams.

Above: Guests enjoy each other’s company and a delicious meal at the AFSS 40th 
Anniversary celebration dinner.
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A message from the Chief Executive
October 19 saw the 40th Anniversary celebration dinner 
of Aboriginal Family Support Services. And what a joyful 
night it was!
I was pleased to welcome many honoured guests, as 
well as our wonderful staff. The laughter and sharing that 
took place during the night was testament to the success 
of the event.
Preparing for the celebration was a mammoth effort, 
and I sincerely thank Barbara Falla, Helen Laxton 
and Grace Nelligan for tremendous effort they put 
in to ensure that it was a success. Each brought their 
particular area of skill to the event’s organisation, and 
the result was enjoyed by all. 
Our regional offices also organised wonderful celebrations to mark this auspicious 
occasion. Thanks to all regional managers and staff for the hard work they 
undertook to ensure that community was able to celebrate with us right around 
the State. 
November saw the AFSS Annual General Meeting, when community members, 
staff and Board came together to hear from me as Chief Executive, the Board 
Chairperson, Tauto Sansbury and Board Treasurer Ivan Copley as we spoke about 
the achievements of AFSS during the 2017-18 financial year and presented our 
financial reports for the period. I am pleased that AFSS is in a strong financial 
position to enable us to effectively face the challenges ahead. 
The Annual Report was also presented, and you can obtain a copy by contacting 
us on 8205 1500 or else download it from the website, www.afss.com.au
Finally, as this year draws to a close, I would like to wish you all a safe and happy 
festive season, and look forward to working with the Aboriginal communities, 
families and children of South Australia in 2019.

Sharron Williams 
Chief Executive

The AFSS Board, Chief  
Executive and staff wish 

you the compliments of the  
festive season and best 

wishes for the new year.
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Continued from page 1

The Minister for Child 
Protection, Hon Rachel 
Sanderson, also shared her 
thoughts and vision for the 
future of  child protection, and 
commended AFSS for the vital 
role they have always played in 
ensuring the safety and wellbeing 
of  Aboriginal children and young 
people, and also their families.

Donna Henry spoke on 
behalf  of  the AFSS Board of  

An evening with Kevin Kropinyeri
A highlight of  Gambling Harm Awareness Week in Murray Bridge 
was the comedy of  a proud Ngarrindjeri Man, Kevin Kropinyeri, at 
the Murray Bridge Community Club on the evening of  Wednesday 
24 October.
The audience enjoyed a light meal prior to three short advertising 
vignettes promoting The Happy Punter, starring Kevin Kropinyeri. 
Each vignette was presented using the strategies for dealing with 
problem gambling by Sue Bertossa and Selina Gollan from Flinders 
University. With the engagement of  Blue Goanna Productions, the 
productions were built around discussions on gambling with groups 
of  Aboriginal people from around the State. Each highlighted a 
different gambling issue  – horses, greyhounds, pokie machines and 
football – and showed how gambling can influence not only the 
gambler but the significant others in their lives. Kevin also performed 
a one hour comedy show for his admiring audience, which included 
many of  his family members,
Bronte Warneke, AFSS Gambling Support Worker, had a stall at the 
event promoting the AFSS Gambling Help Service.
Many thanks to Kevin for his support in highlighting this important issue. It was a friendly, funny and 
informative evening enjoyed by all who attended.

Management and the new AFSS 
Strategic Plan was launched by 
Board member Ivan Copley.

The new Plan is available to view 
and download from the AFSS 
website, www.afss.com.au

A special artwork was 
commissioned to mark the launch 
of  the Strategic Plan. Painted 
by acclaimed Aboriginal artist, 
Elizabeth Close. Entitled Root to 
Fruit, the artwork acknowledges 
the importance of  family, kin and 

culture to Aboriginal children’s 
wellbeing, and this is at the 
forefront of  everything we do at 
AFSS. (See picture top right)

Special thanks to AFSS staff  
members Barbara Falla and 
Helen Laxton for the hours of  
hard work they put in to ensure 
that the event was the huge 
success that it was.

You can find out about AFSS’ 
other anniversary celebrations on 
pages 8 and 9.

AFSS celebrates 40 years

Above: Kevin Kropinyeri and 
Bronte  Warneke at the Murray 
Bridge Community Club.
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Welcome to the AFSS team!

I am writing to introduce 
myself. My name is Arlene 
Burgoyne preferred name Bali, 
I am a proud descendant of  
the Narungga and Ngarrindjeri 
people. I have lived and worked 
in Port Lincoln for 38 years, 
I enjoy doing voluntary work 
for our local footy team Mallee 
Park and West Coast Youth 
and Community Services.  I am 
happy to be a member of  AFSS 
and working with the wonderful 
team in Port Lincoln. I now look 
forward to meeting and working 
with the rest of  the AFSS staff  
members. My name’s Finn Hazelton-

Hammond and I have recently 
moved over from Kalgoorlie 
in Western Australia with my 
partner Alex for a lifestyle 
change. Prior to this role I have 
been working in emergency 
accommodation and program 
facilitation with at-risk/
disengaged youth. In my spare 
time I enjoy going motorbike 
riding, swimming, playing soccer, 
bush walks, camping, 4x4 and 
spending time with my two 
dogs Zac and Oscar (Pug and 
Schnoodle). I am really excited 
to have the opportunity to work 
at AFSS as a Program Facilitator 
and look forward to delivering 
the amazing programs we offer.

Hello my name is Melissa 
Saxton. I recently joined the 
Stronger Families team at Cross 
Roads as Caseworker for the pilot 
Metro Targeted Intervention 
Service Program. The program is 
involved in working with families 
before they become involved 
with the Department for Child 
Protection, assisting with any 
issues in the home before they 
escalate to child safety concerns.
I am fairly new to Adelaide, 
moving from Sydney in April to 
start my Masters of  Social Work. 
Before this I worked in foster 
care and residential care, and I am 
excited about the new challenge 
of  working in early intervention. 
I love the charm and atmosphere 
here and everyone is more 
relaxed and friendly. I have a 
furbaby called Archie that I 
am obsessed with and on the 
weekends you can find me at 
the beach or the park with him. 
I enjoy going out for coffee and 
sitting in the sun watching the 
world go by. 
I am excited to be a part of  
the AFSS family and have the 
opportunity to learn, not only 
from my coworkers, but from 
the resilient families we support. 
Every family that is kept together 
and safe is another one we 
celebrate. 

Hi, my name is Charles Jackson 
and I am an Adnyamathanha 
elder from the Flinders Rangers. 
I’ve lived and worked in Port 
Augusta since 1970. I have been 
married to Marilyn for 46 years 
and, we have four children, two 

girls and two boys and we are 
blessed with nine grandchildren. 

I am back at AFSS and looking 
forward to my employment  in a 
different role as a Project Officer, 
National Disability Insurance 
Agency, (NDIA).

I will be working with 
Darlene Allen. Our roles are 
to communicate the concept 
of  the NDIA throughout the 
Aboriginal communities in Port 
Augusta, Port Pirie and Whyalla 
and to clarify the program for 
Aboriginal communities, families 
and individuals. 
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My name is Bree Shaw and I 
originally come from Albury- 
Wodonga, which is on the New 
South Wales and Victorian 
Border. My role at AFSS is as a 
Case Worker for the Stronger 
Families program at Cross Road.
I began studying a Bachelor of  
Human Services and a Master 
of  Social Work in Latrobe in 
Wodonga, but felt I needed to 
move to the big smoke to get a 
better university experience. So, 
in 2017, two years into my degree 
I packed up everything and with 
my brother moved to Melbourne 
where we lived together. I soon 
learned that living out of  home 
costs a lot of  money and I had 
to work extremely hard. I had 
never been to Adelaide before I 
met my boyfriend (who is from 
Adelaide). So once again I packed 
up my life, moved to Adelaide 
and transferred into a Bachelor 
of  Social work at Flinders. 
I have been a disability support 
worker for four years working 
in the Department of  Aged 
Care and Disability in NSW and 
then the Department of  Human 
Services in Melbourne. I am 
Aboriginal and come from the 
Wiradjuri country. I have had a 
vast range of  experience working 
with Aboriginal adults and 
children.
Adelaide is a nice mix between 
Albury and Melbourne, and it’s 

Hi, my name is Olivia King, but 
I prefer Liv.  I have joined the 
Residential Services team as a 
Manager and I oversee three of  the 
houses in the north.
My career up until now has been 
in the Disability sector specialising 
in complex care which has allowed 
me to spend time working with 
a diverse range of  people. My 
roles have varied as my career has 
progressed. 
I believe strongly in using my skills 
to give back to the community 
which I do mostly by volunteering. 
I sit and vote on the Board of  
Directors of  the South Australian 
Council on Intellectual Disability, I 
volunteer time with a person who 
lives with social isolation and who 
engages in behaviours other people 
may find challenging and I am 
part of  a specialist working group 
supporting the NDIA to make the 
NDIS pathway more accessible to 
people with complex needs. 
I have spoken at national 
conferences on my career 
achievements and I have 
developed projects that have won 
national peak body awards and 
recognition. I hold Diplomas in 
both Disability and Management 
and I am currently completing my 
Bachelor’s degree in Disability and 
Developmental Education. 

Hi, my name is Samantha 
Tucker and have recently 
become a Lead Support Worker 
in the Residential Services section 
of  AFSS. I am married with 
three children – a son 19 and two 
daughters aged 14 and eight. We 
also have a cat named Ava.

I started working with young 
people by volunteering for a 
local church youth group. I have 
worked for other Residential 
Services organisations in the past 
and advocating for young people 
is my passion. 

I have a Diploma in Youth 
Work and I’m currently studying 
my Bachelor in Applied Social 
Sciences - Youth Work. In my 
new AFSS role I look forward to 
being a part of  a team supporting 
young people to transition into 
adulthood.

I love dogs and have two 
American Staffys named Pasha 
and Memphis. They are super 
spoilt. I enjoy travelling and try 
to go overseas every year. I really 
like unicorns, crystals, ice cream 
and gangster rap. I am terrified 
of  lizards (especially blue tongue 
lizards) velvet and the dark. 
I appreciate AFSS for its 
mission and values and I have 
been delighted to find such a 
determined, passionate and 
friendly group of  people to 
spend my days with.  

so easy to get around, although I 
might still use Google maps!
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UNICEF Australia recently prepared and 
presented The Children’s Report on the Rights of  
the Child to the United Nations Committee 
on behalf  of  the NGO sector in Australia. 
Throughout the report there are contributions 
in the form of  lived experiences, handwritten 
notes and beautiful artwork by over 500 
children and young people across Australia. 
It is exciting to share that the artwork, pictured 
above, created by Tezza, one of  the young 
people in AFSS’ Residential Service, has been 
featured in the report along with the insights 
and life experiences shared by other children 
and young people living in AFSS Residential Services. It’s a proud moment for our team and 
children and thank you all for doing such fabulous work. 

AFSS’ young people share their art and 
experiences

Welcome to the AFSS team!

Hi everyone, I’m Jodi 
Hutchinson. I’m ever so 
proud to have been given the 
opportunity to work for such an 
amazing organisation and to be 
surrounded by such a passionate 
dedicated and nurturing team. My 
new role is as a Facilitator in the 
Community Safety and Wellbeing 
team at Smithfield.
I look forward to incorporating 
my lived experience and 
education into our programs 
to bring about positive change 
within our community.
I have four beautiful daughters, 
one stunning little man, two 
gorgeous grannies, the most 

Hello everyone, my name is Zoey 
Welk. I am extremely excited to 
be a new Facilitator with AFSS’ 
CS&W team at Smithfield.
I have a varied work history 
including facilitating and 
coordinating programs involving 
multicultural students and 
Aboriginal youth. Most of  my 
working life I have worked with 
disadvantaged communities and 

amazing and supportive partner 
and a Bull Mastiff  called Raidr.
Well, I look forward to meeting 
you all and if  the grass is greener 
on the other side, then let’s 
support them to water their own!

have enjoyed working in this space. 
I hold several qualifications which 
are all related to the community 
sector and interestingly, it seems, I 
have always been drawn to helping 
others.
 I am currently in the middle of  
a legal studies degree which is 
very challenging but exceptionally 
interesting.  Through this study 
I have been able to go deeper 
into the types of  injustice that 
are occurring in our amazing 
planet. I have a strong passion 
towards assisting disadvantaged 
communities and I am extremely 
committed to being a part of  
making a positive difference in 
the lives of  Aboriginal children, 
families and the community. 
I have lots of  weird and 
interesting hobbies, this includes 
spiritual development and 
meditation and I love reading 
about metaphysics and religious 
ideas. I am a bit of  a hippie in 
disguise, but don’t tell anyone!
I look forward to working 
together with community.
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During her recent visit to Ceduna the Minister for 
Child Protection, the Hon Rachel Sanderson MP, 
visited the AFSS Residential Service and met the 
young people living there. 

She also paid a visit to our Poynton Street office 
where she met Helen Dunn and Carly Newchurch 
and  Chellie Hosking (DCP). The Minister spoke 
about how impressed she was with the house, and 
the wonderful support that the local team provides.

On 31 October Minister Sanderson was welcomed 
to AFSS’ Port Lincoln office. 

She was able to meet local AFSS carers at a joint 
morning tea with AFSS and Centacare and also 
spent time with AFSS staff  both at the office and 
Residential Services. 

Accompanying the Minister on the day was local 
Member of  Parliament for Flinders, Peter Treloar.

Minister for Child Protection visits AFSS’ regional 
offices

Foster Carers 
needed URGENTLY
Aboriginal Family Support Services is looking for family 
based carers who are committed to providing safe and 
culturally appropriate homes for children in need.
You can be single or a couple, with or without children. 
And whether you’re willing to provide emergency, 
short term, respite or long term care, we’d love to hear 
from you!

Aboriginal Family Support Services Inc 
Together with the community

Contact: 
Adelaide Linda Dorward linda.dorward@afss.com.au (08) 8205 1500
Ceduna Michelle Naylon michelle.naylon@afss.com.au (08) 8625 3466  
Coober Pedy Susie Crisa susie.crisa@afss.com.au (08) 8672 3066
Port Augusta Cara-Lee Mullen caralee.mullen@afss.com.au (08) 8641 0907 
Port Lincoln Lee Sutcliffe  lee.sutcliffe@afss.com.au (08) 8683 1909

Adelaide Peter Frankcom peter.frankcom@afss.com.au 8205 1500
Ceduna Michelle Naylon michelle.naylon@afss.com.au 8625 3466
Coober Pedy Lisa McClure lisa.mcclure@afss.com.au 8672 3066
Port Augusta Deb Merchant deborah.merchant@afss.com.au 8641 0907
Port Lincoln Toni-Lee Miller toni-lee.miller@afss.com.au 8683 1909

.
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CEDUNA celebrated AFSS 40th anniversary on 
10 October. 

Tom Steeples, Senior Manager Regional Services, 
joined the team. Approximately 80 - 100 people 
attended. Children and young people enjoyed 
the jumping castles and face painting. Kangaroo 
tails were cooked in the back yard. A BBQ with 
kangaroo burgers, sausages and salads provided a 
feast for lunch. An artwork was also created. This 
will have a prime spot in our Ceduna office. The 
painting will remind us of  the celebration and it 
makes us proud being part of  an organisation that 
has 40 years of  strengthening Aboriginal families 
and communities. The highlights were the stunning 
birthday cake and the joy and laughter during the 
event.

On 16 October staff  travelled to YALATA. Tom 
Steeples also joined this celebration. A BBQ for 
the community was hosted by AFSS and around 
100 people attended. Again the highlight was the 
birthday cake, especially for the children and young 
people.

Thank you to the Ceduna AFSS team for 
organising and supporting the celebrations. 

On Thursday 22 November AFSS’ PORT 
AUGUSTA team celebrated the 40th anniversary 
of  our organisation. The event was held at the 
Barracks in the centre of  Port Augusta, and 
following a Welcome to Country by Michael Turner 
he Dusty Feet Mob impressed everyone with a 
dance performance. Wayne Milera accompanied the 
delicious food with some excellent country singing, 
and the photo booth captured the moments. A 
great time was had by all.

There were twice as many reasons to celebrate 
in PORT LINCOLN. Tuesday 27 November 
not only saw AFSS’ 40th anniversary celebrated, 
but also the opening of  AFSS’ new offices at 21 
Washington Street.

As well as a jumping castle, face painting, 40th 
anniversary cake and a sausage sizzle, local 
Aboriginal artist Susie Betts hosted an interactive 
mural where the children and other guests could 
contribute their artistic talents.

AFSS’ regions celebrate 40th Anniversary

Ceduna celebrations

Yalata celebrations

Port Augusta celebrations

Port Lincoln celebrations
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Metro carers and families celebrate AFSS’40 years
With the formal celebrations 
completed it was now time for 
our children, young people, foster 
carers and employees to celebrate 
AFSS’ 40 years of  service to 
Aboriginal communities across 
South Australia.
The celebrations took place at 
Carclew on  2 November.  
What a great day! The weather, 
although a little cool at the 
start of  the day, turned out to 
be beautiful, and the enclosed 
grounds of  Carclew in North 
Adelaide made the venue safe 
and secure for children. 
There were lots of  activities 
to keep children and adults 
entertained, which included face 
painting, balloon twisting, glitter 
tattoos, airbrush tattoos  – these 
were a big hit with the boys 
and some of  the girls – henna 
artistry, seated massage, which 
was great relaxation therapy for 
the adults present, a photo booth 
with props, jumping castle and a 
petting zoo.
Kaurna Elder Michael O’Brien 
opened the event with a Welcome 
to Country and shared the 
connection for Aboriginal people 
to country and culture. Aussie 
Ripper Roasts provided the lunch 

time food, which was greatly 
enjoyed by everyone, with a great 
variety of  tasty treats.
Deadly Mob’s Tamaru and 
Lenny (the snake) interacted with 
everyone, much to the horror of  
some adults, but the children and 
young people loved Lenny!
Thanks to all AFSS’ staff  who 
worked hard to ensure the day 
was a great success.

Pictured above: Carclew, the venue for the celebrations, is South Australia’s only 
multi-arts centre and cultural organisation dedicated to artistic outcomes by and for 
people aged 26 and under.

The petting zoo was popular with 
adults and kids alike.

Pictured above, Jasmine Birt-Heapy 
makes friends with a baby goat, and 
below, this little piggy isn’t going to 
market any time soon!

Pictured above, Rachael Dodd gets 
up close and personal with Lenny the 
snake.
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With Christmas just around 
the corner, many of  us will be 
looking forward to having a 
break, relaxing and spending 
time with family and friends. 
Christmas can be a challenging 
time for many people, the extra 
expenses, having to attend social 
and family events.

Many people experience financial 
stress over Christmas and it is 
this financial pressure that may 
be a major trigger for gambling. 
A gambler may recall some big 
wins and convince themselves 
that gambling may be a solution 
to their money problems. Sadly, 
when this does happen, it’s easy 
to forget all those times money 
was lost. The decision to gamble 
may result in more financial stress 
which will further impact on the 
demands of  Christmas.

There is no magic solution to 
make money problems disappear, 
however putting plans in place to 
cope with the Christmas period 
can reduce your levels of  stress. 
Seeing a financial counsellor to 
make a budget and plan spending 
over the period can help to take 
away the financial stress and 
ensure that you and your family 
have an enjoyable Christmas.

Christmas holidays often see 
families get together, which can 
also be a source of  tension and 
unhappiness. Other people may 
experience loneliness with no 
family and friends to share this 
time with. It is not unusual for 
people to relapse over the holiday 
period; gambling may be used to 
escape from these issues which 
will often make the situation 
worse. Again, putting a plan in 
place can help you to manage 
urges when you are feeling 

stressed. AFSS’ Aboriginal 
Gambling Help Service is able 
to support clients in developing 
a plan.

Self  care is very important 
for the gambler, Christmas is 
a high risk time and gambling 
may be used to manage difficult 
emotions such as frustration, 
anger or loneliness. There are 
other ways to manage these 
emotions.

Gambling Harm Awareness 
Week 2018 was launched in Port 
Lincoln with a performance by 
nationally acclaimed comedian 
Kevin Kropinyeri. The free 
community event was held at 
Ravendale Sporting Complex and 
attracted over 100 community 
members. 

Funded by the Office for 
Problem Gambling, Kevin raised 
awareness about the impact of  
gambling harm and his unique 
comedy style ensured everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
Kevin also launched a series 

The AFSS Gambling Help 
Service team members’ contact 
details are provided below:
Berri 
Norman Giles - 8582 3192

Port Augusta 
Megan Devlin - – 8641 0907

Port Lincoln
Anna Angus -  0428 329 972

Murray Bridge
Bronte Warneke - 0418 499 649

of  ads that were aired on local 
television across the state.

Pictured above from left: Didier 
Vollerin, Gaming Care SA; Sue 
Olsen, Uniting Country SA Gambling 
Help Service Port Lincoln; (back) 
Sue Bertossa, Flinders Aboriginal 
Gambling Services; Anne Crouch, 
Manager Uniting Country SA; Tracey 
Cochrane, Club SAFE SA; Anna 
Angus, AFSS Gambling Help Service 
Port Lincoln; Ange Fee, Manager 
AFSS Port Lincoln. 

Kevin Kropinyeri (foreground) gives the 
thumbs up for the camera.

Beware the gambling traps of the festive season!

Kropy launches Gambling Harm 
Awareness Week in Port Lincoln
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On 12 September Kinship and Foster Carers’ Week was celebrated at 
the Ming Inn Restaurant in Port Lincoln.
AFSS Port Lincoln worked in collaboration with Centacare and the 
Department for Child Protection to plan the lunch and were thrilled 
with the number of  carers who attended.
Once again AFSS thanks our carers for the incredible love and 
support they provide to the children in their care.
Pictured above, left to right are foster carers Barry and Diana Herbert, Sonya 
Richardson and AFSS Support Worker Jessica Backman.

DCP kindly invited some AFSS 
workers to participate in their 
professional development 
workshop in November 
on Young People, Sexual 
Development and Needs Led 
Behaviour.
Liv King, (Manager Residential 
Services) Peter Dyer (Manager 
Out of  Home Care) and Tania 
Elliott (Training Facilitator) 
attended on behalf  of  AFSS.  
The workshop was presented 
by Ms Toni Cash, Manager, 
Practice Advice and Support, 
Department of  Child Safety 
Youth and Women, Queensland 
Government.
Toni discussed her experience 
of  care team Practice Panels 
for holistic, child-centred care 
planning, and the development 
and implementation of  safety 
plans and behaviour management 
plans for children and young 
people with complex behaviours, 
particularly focused on young 
people who sexually abuse others. 
Toni’s strategies for meeting a 
range of  challenges related to 
supporting and care planning 
for these children and young 
people, and their families, was 
very interesting. Some challenges 
to our thinking included: the way 
we use language, understanding 
normalised sexual development, 
having workable safety plans for 
those who deny child abuse, and 
the importance of  safety and 
support networks to keep all 
children safe. 
The case studies she shared to 
demonstrate how these ideas 
have been actioned already 
were inspiring.  It was a great 
opportunity to be challenged in 
our thinking and practices.  

Staff participate 
in DCP training

Port Lincoln celebrates Carers’ 
Week

AFSS’ CHRISTMAS 
OFFICE HOURS
AFSS’ offices will close 
from 5pm Christmas Eve,  
Monday 24 December, 
and reopen 9am on  
Wednesday 2 January.
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Just for kids

Answer: 3 and 17

Answer: Number 2 is different
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New child safety laws came 
into effect on 22 October 2018, 
representing the biggest change 
to child protection in 25 years 
– the Children and Young People 
(Safety) Act 2017.
The new laws are underpinned 
by a number of  core values, 
including a focus on permanence 
and stability for children and 
young people, embedding the 
voice of  the child in decision-
making, greater recognition for 
carers and supporting strong 
connections to family, community 
and culture.
As outlined below, the laws 
acknowledge the need to improve 
outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children and 
young people in care, and recognise 
culture as a protective factor. 
In line with these changes, the 
Department for Child Protection 
(DCP) has introduced a number 
of  tools and processes to support 
culturally aware, child-centred and 
collaborative decision-making. 
For more information, visit www.
childprotection.sa.gov.au
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Child Placement 
Principle
The new laws enshrine the 
principle of  cultural connection 
through the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Child 
Placement Principle. 
This principle recognises the 
importance of  connection to 
family, culture and country for 
children and young people, 
and ensures those connections 
are supported and maintained 
whenever a child enters the out-
of-home care system. 
Under the principle, the DCP 
must consult AFSS when an 

Child safety laws support strong connections to 
family, community and culture

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander child is placed in out-of-
home care. The department must 
also consult AFSS every time 
there is a change to the child’s 
placement. 
Wherever possible, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children 
should be placed with a member 
of  their Aboriginal family, a 
member of  their community or 
with another person of  Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islander cultural 
background in accordance with 
their traditional practice or 
custom. 
If  this is not possible, they should 
be given the opportunity to 
continue to maintain contact with 
their family and communities, 
and to build and maintain their 
connection to culture. 
Family group conferences
Family group conferences 
(FGCs) are based on principles 
of  family-led decision-
making, early intervention and 
engagement with families. They 
provide an opportunity for a 
child or young person and their 
family to discuss child protection 
concerns and to make voluntary 
decisions regarding the care 
arrangements of  the child or 
young person.  
FGCs for Aboriginal children 
and families are run by an 
independent Aboriginal 
coordinator, not someone 
from the DCP. The Aboriginal 
coordinator may invite other 
people to the FGC to ensure 
that all relevant information is 
considered, in addition to the 
child or young person and their 
parents. This can include other 
relevant family, case workers, 
health care professionals and 
school representatives. The 

coordinator is also responsible 
for organising cultural 
representation for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children 
and families, and considering 
the need for interpreters and 
translators where needed. 
The DCP is currently working 
through the details to commence 
a trial of  the FGC model. This 
will be underpinned by principles 
of  best practice for family 
group conferencing, including 
the importance of  services for 
Aboriginal people being delivered 
by Aboriginal organisations.
Case plans
Under the new laws, each child 
under custody or guardianship 
must have an individual case 
plan that sets out tasks required 
to support the child to have 
a positive care experience 
and reach their full potential.  
Case plans capture a holistic 
assessment of  the individual 
child’s circumstances, and include 
Aboriginal cultural identity plans. 
The new laws require Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
children and young people to 
have an Aboriginal cultural 
identity plan. The Aboriginal 
cultural identity plan recognises 
that case planning must reflect 
the child and family’s cultural 
needs, particularly the child’s right 
to connection to family, culture, 
kin, community and Country. The 
department’s Aboriginal Cultural 
Identity Support Tool (ACIST) 
will be developed in partnership 
with children and young people 
and their families, kin, carers 
and community members, where 
appropriate. 

Article provided by the  Legislation 
and Reform Team, Department for 

Child Protection
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Since September 2018 the AFSS Child Protection 
Reform project has brought together a Steering 
Committee, to provide AFSS with invaluable 
support and advice.

AFSS has applied for grant funding to look at 
producing an animated video regarding child 
protection and what families can do. AFSS are 
hoping to hear a positive outcome by the end of  
the year.

A number of  conversations have been held with 
those impacted by the 
child protection system, 
historically and current. 

Themes that are 
emerging from 
conversations include:

• There is still 
continuing distrust. 
Aboriginal families 
don’t trust the child 
protection system.

• Aboriginal parents 
and families do not 
understand what 
DCP wants from 
them and they find things too confusing, they 
use big words and are always changing what it 
is we have to do.

• Potential kinship carers and community state 
that they do not want to jump through hoops 
to look after their kin. They state that the 
assessments are too intrusive – “If  I have to go 
through that assessment then you can have the 
kids back..”

• Families and communities feel like the 
Department looks at them like they are the 
problem.

• Potential family and kin members have stated 
that no one from the Department has ever 
spoken to them about being a carer for their 
grannies and kin.

New Child Safety Laws in South Australia have 
come into effect. From 22 October 2018, the final 
part of  the new child protection legislation has 

been implemented (Child and Young People (Safety) 
Act 2017).

The Department for Child Protection proclaims 
that the new Act ensures greater safety, wellbeing 
and stability for children and that the Act 
empowers children and young people to have 
an active voice in decisions relating to their care 
and wellbeing. It also encourages community and 
support networks that surround a child to think 
about care arrangements, process and services 

through the eyes of  the 
child.

What does this 
mean for you as 
parents/families, 
community and 
carers? 
Here are some of  
the changes. For 
families: 

www.childprotection.
sa.gov.au/department/
child-safety-laws-and-you/
families

• Family Group 
    Conferences

• Rights to be heard in court

• Onus on the objector (i.e. the parent) to prove 
the order should not be made

• Parenting Assessments

• Drug and Alcohol Assessment, testing and 
treatment

• Contact arrangements

For carers:
www.childprotection.sa.gov.au/children-care/information-
foster-and-kinship-carers/carers

• Decision making

• Information Sharing

• Temporary Care

• Transition to long term guardianship

• Complaints and Internal reviews.
Continued on next page

Child Protection Reform – Aboriginal Community 
Engagement Project
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AFSS Community Safety and 
Wellbeing has had an exceptional 
year thanks to community 
participation and acceptance. Our 
amazing Facilitators and Family 
Violence Workers have worked 
tirelessly to give parents new 
hope, new skills and sometimes 
just someone to talk with.

This year there have been over 
700 parents attending AFSS 
CS&W workshops across the 
state. We received so many 
good news stories from many 
participants from all areas such 
as Adelaide, Port Augusta, Port 
Pirie, Mount Gambier, Port 
Lincoln and Ceduna to name a 
few. Each time Facilitators return 
to the office after delivering a 
workshop they bring exciting 
stories of  changes they have seen 
in families and talk about how 
grateful they are for being a part 
of  a family’s positive change.

CS&W also piloted delivering 
workshops in Mount Gambier 
in May and a big thank you to 
the Mount Gambier community 
and Pangula Mannamurna who 
supported our delivery to their 
community. This was such a 
success that we are recruiting 

a Facilitator to be based in 
Mount Gambier to continue 
the work with Mount Gambier’s 
Aboriginal community. AFSS is 
also recruiting a Facilitator to be 
based in Murray Bridge to meet 
the needs in this region. 

Over the last few months the 
AFSS Staying Safe Program has 
been rolled-out. The program 
assists families to understand 
and manage the impact of  family 
violence. The Family Violence 
Workers deliver intensive case 
management with the aim 
of  reducing experiences of  
violence and improving family 
functioning. They also provide 
case coordination to families and 
engage in therapeutic work with 
the families. 

The growth of  AFSS Community 
Safety and Wellbeing suite of  
programs and their attendance 
by community members has 
been phenomenal, exciting and 
sometimes tiring – although 
extremely rewarding!

AFSS CS&W Team wishes all 
our beautiful families, our valued 
partners and our communities a 
very merry Christmas.

Continued from previous page

For Aboriginal children, 
families and carers: 
www.childprotection.sa.gov.au/
department/child-safety-laws-and-you/
aboriginal-children-families-and-carers

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Placement Principle.

• Family Group Conferences
• Case Plans

What can you do?
• Talk to family and friends 

about becoming a carer. 
More families putting their 
hands up means Aboriginal 
children who are removed 
from family are more likely 
to be placed with family and 
kin and within an Aboriginal 
community.

• You can meet with AFSS 
workers, let them know what 
is happening and why. Tell 
them what the difficulties 
are. Let AFSS help you to get 
your voice heard.

• Talk to AFSS about ways to 
let DCP know what works 
and what doesn’t work for 
Aboriginal families.

• Be a part of  the changes 
and become involved. Let 
the Department for Child 
Protection know that things 
are not working and talk 
about how we can work 
together to make a difference.

Contact Brigitte Goepfert, 
Project Officer, Child Protection 
Reform, email Brigitte. goepfert@
afss.com.au phone 8205 1500.
Further information will soon be 
available on the AFSS website, 
www.afss.com.au and the AFSS 
Facebook page.

Strong statewide demand for 
CS&W programs

Pictured above: The Growing Up Healthy program proved a great hit with 
participants in Whyalla earlier this year.



Where to find us
Adelaide
134 Waymouth Street
Adelaide SA 5000 
Phone (08) 8205 1500

Berri
23 Denny Street 
Berri SA 5343 
Phone (08) 8582 3192

Smithfield
39a Anderson Walk 
Smithfield  SA 5114 
Phone (08) 8254 1077

Ceduna
28 Poynton Street 
Ceduna SA 5690 
Phone: (08) 8625 3466

Coober Pedy
Lot 1991 Aylett Street
Coober Pedy SA 5723
Phone (08) 8672 3066 

Murray Bridge
C/-Moorundi Aboriginal 
Community Controlled 
Health Service 
1 Wharf  Road (Ninkowar)
PO Box 1214 
Murray Bridge SA 5253
Phone: 0418 499 649

Port Augusta
8-10 Victoria Parade 
Port Augusta SA 5700 
Phone (08) 8641 0907

Port Lincoln
21 Washington Street 
Port Lincoln SA 5606 
Phone (08) 8683 1909

Child Protection Week in Ceduna

The play equipment shown above 
was kindly donated to Olga 
Fudge Lodge by the Zonta Club 
of  Adelaide. Our old equipment 
did not meet Australian standards 
and was cracked and worn. Our 
young residents (mostly under the 
age of  five) really enjoy playing 
on it. Thank you, Zonta.

A young person from the Ceduna 
Residential Services entered the 
Oysterfest parade this year. The 
great costume won first prize for 
her age group! Congratulations to 
the creative young person and to 
those who helped her design the 
winning costume, shown below.

It was a fun filled day for the community members of  Ceduna. The 
services that worked hard to make the day exciting for the school and 
pre school kids were Centacare, Ngura Yadurirn Children and Family 
Centre (NYCFC), Department for Child Protection (DCP), Ceduna 
Koonibba Aboriginal Health Service (CKAHS) and AFSS.
AFSS staff  members were busy helping the children paint their hands 
and placing them on a banner that was given to Ceduna DCP to hang 
in their office (see picture above). Staff  from other service providers 
also put their hand prints on the banner. It was a great day for all the 
community, our AFSS carers, service providers and most of  all the 
children.

You can’t have too much fun!

Disclaimer: This newsletter is intended to provide information only and may not necessarily represent the views or opinions 
of  Aboriginal Family Support Services (AFSS). All details are correct as at time of  publication.


